January 18, 2021, 3-4pm
Dr. Christine Lemaitre, CEO DGNB e.V.
Lab Buildings status and perspectives
The German association for Sustainable Building (DGNB) was established 2007 and is one of the
global leading certifiers for sustainable Buildings. They hold the only system exclusively for lab
buildings - well-known for its deep and detailed structure. The exciting question is whether the
system met the expectations of the market participants and whether we really got better buildings
with the certifications.
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January 18, 2021, 4-5pm
Dr. Alexander Röder, CEO IBU e.V.
The value of EPDs – more than just transparency
Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) have been used for over a decade to document the
environmental footprint of construction products; without them, a meaningful life-cycle assessment
of construction projects – which is a key requirement of e.g. the DGNB certification for sustainable
buildings – would be practically impossible. EPDs provide transparency regarding the ‘ecological
backpack’ of products, but beyond that there is additional value in both internal (e.g. support for
decision-making) and external (e.g. marketing) aspects.
The presentation will give a short overview over the concept of EPDs and will then discuss the value
that EPDs can represent for the owner, i.e. the producer of the product in question; to the extent
possible it will cover the particular characteristics of laboratory products.
CV
Dr. Alexander Röder started his career at EGNATON member Paul Scherrer Institute where he did
both his diploma and Ph.D. thesis. In 2002 he joined CEMEX, a global producer of building materials,
where he held a number of positions in energy and sustainability management. Since 2019 he is
managing director of Institut Bauen und Umwelt, the leading EPD programme operator. He firmly
believes that EPDs will play a crucial role in the transition to a sustainable built environment, but that
it is necessary to both maximize their value and minimize the effort it takes to generate them.

